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ahrain ‘has potential to b
medical tourism hub

GCC

POSITIONING Bahriin as
a potentinl regional hub For
medical tounsm is a key
priority for the country’s
health regulator as it releas-
¢ updaled  aceredilalion
slimdards,

I'he National Health Regula-
tory Authwrity (NHRAYs new
accreditation standards will be
implemented slarting Seple
her this veur bul will he mads
available w hospitals and medi-
cal fucilites this week

Medical and wavel expems
say top-class facilities, respe

provision are just what patients
seck when looking for afford-
able treatment mnd recuper-
tien
“Hahrain, with its world-
class healtheare system and
services, has a huge potential
W emerge as u health tour-
ism b in the GCC region
NITRA qualily and accredita-
tivn advisor and consultant Dr
Amena Malik, who is part of
the NHRA acereditation eom-
mitte, told the GO
“One of the steategics for the
NIHRA to contribute o this goal
i3 1o ensuire that each healthcare
lacility that provides
cul vare ix held 10 4 high level
of quality and patient safoty
through s inspection depart=
ment and the national aceredi-
Inhﬂll mq amme ™
The authurity hus aceredied
‘m in the Kingdem. of
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i
vding a
lUIl per cent of eligible hospitals

L[ of 2021 to intemas
nrmnll. ecognised standards.
Incidentally, the  much
latmed futuristic King [lam:
Amenean  Mission  Hospital
will become fully operation-
al by the end of this month.
equipped with state-of-the-art
robotie surgery technology and
mueh more, adding to the port-
Toliv of health seclor provision
i Bahram.

Since the NHRA accredita-
tion prograrmme besgan in 2017,
approxunately 50 surveyors
Frowm h:ukwﬂlm[h n
mei i
ing and allied health services
including physiotherapists and
phamacists, have  meviewed
6,001 hospital core standards
and 10,962 medical centre core
standards

Approsamately 17,000 ree-
ammendafions have been giv-
en and acted vpon. The NHRA
Acereditation  Commilles i
led by i
Al Jalahma and deputy chair-
person Dr Nacema Alsubace
aud includes Sumaya Hussain
Abdul  Rahman, Hisham Al
Awami, Dr Malik and Nagjes
Ashkanond

In the past 18 months, the
NTIRA lns been working with
stakeholdars in the private and

cEse
od in a robust s2t of standards

for Bahruin-
fained

made by Bahra
Dr

y-sensilive fcl of standards is
Iln first of its kund in the segion
und has incorporated both the
rules, repulal and laws of
Hahrain, phis evidence-hased
erileria to ensure hest practice
wt healtheare

“Ihe enterra wsed for this

utial developmicn
feedback of standards, |||I-.m:|I
consultation through the depat-
neents of NHRA, then a wider
consultation with the healtheare
wmimwuu and the public.

through an cxternal pocr review
assessment by the Litemmational
Socicty for Quality in Health
Care (IS Qu.u

1SQua is a global not-fors
profil. member network  that

her-focused mitiatives and pro-
]

Evaluation Association delivers
un‘que global accreditation

-\\Lm!ﬂ.mun Programme,

® From feft, Ms Ashkmaﬂﬁ Ms Abdul Rahman, Dr Alsubase,
Malik and Mr Al Awami

external evaluation  orgaisa.
tions and standards-developing
bidiex

In Janmory this wear, the
NITRA was awarded the 1SCua
acereditation. enabling it to
validate oxisting systems and
drive continuous  quality im-
provement.

hie new pecr-reviewed ae-

vreditation sumdards build on
prc\!uu: standarnds, further ¢
. enahling first-time

plmnu o attain the tlop-lev-
:f ‘Diamond” Accreditalion. s

long as they meat the stringent
requirements. Dr Malik noted
in an Instagram Live session
aimed at :dnuqling healthcare
professivnals about the upcom-
ng requirsments.

“Tased on feedback reecived
from stakeholders, these new
standards also gunde and sup-
port the facilities sucvinetly and
provide astep-by-step guide for
a suecensful asc
ney [or healtheare [
Ilr Malik added.

e new standards will alsa
allow NHRA o colleet celev

healthears data around re
lation, livensing. safely. go

practice and more.
“The data
those going throuy|
itation process a much
detailed synopsis af
LprOveents
4 I be made but of ther
actual achievemnents and |
lights where good practice is
embedded,” Dr Mahik added
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Medical tourism represents 1
worldwide, mul-tallon-dollir
phenamenan that is expeeted 10
mrow considerably in the nest
decade. reponts news-me b
net. For the individual inlerest-
ed in health services, cost is the
key factor wvolved in the de-
ton 1o receive medical care
abroad.

s healiheare costs in the
and ather parts of the world
sively soamg, many
orr and mSUrAnee eonm-
pavies started W view medi-
wal founsm as a way 1o Jower
them. hore and more counlrics
around the plube start o see
the financial h.n.ﬁb from this

notably lower prices

Whitt really puts the word
‘tourisny’ in medical Tourssm
coneept 1 thal people oflen
stay in the Toreign country after
receiving a madical pr

Travellers can s Ll
tage of their visit by siglnsee-
kg day tops ar partics
ipating in any olher tradstional
Tourisin activiti

it
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